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My PresidentÕs Report
By  Alon Barlevy

We had a fantastic 4th of July booth at the City of Cerritos Let Freedom Ring celebration. We made a
profit of $275 selling 700 ice cream novelties. From a business perspective, this represented a 45% return on
investments (all you math wizards can figure out the cost of operating the booth). Of course, we would have
probably been deep in the hole if we had to compensate all our volunteers for their time staffing the booth.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Alan and Norma Williamson, Richard Alonzo, Celia
Spitzer, Beverly Porter, Yolanda Salazar, Cindy Anderson, Susan Ahlamad, Mary Ann Tipton, Muhammad
Amin, Joseph Cho, Cecil Goff, and Floyd and Maureen Allen. A double thank you goes to Richard Alonzo,
Joseph Cho, and Muhammad Amin for working a double shift, Peggy Lee and Leonard Chaidez for providing
the decorations for the booth, and Jim and Jean Snook  for their financial contribution.

I was especially proud that for the second year in a row our club made its presence known in this
community event while the Republicans went AWOL. Combine this with the fact that we publish our column
almost every week in the Los Cerritos Community News whereas the Republicans only published two
columns since last November.

The $275 we made at the booth was nice, but in order to sustain operations we need much more. We are
planning a fund raiser event for October 27 at the Cerritos Park East. Being only a couple of weeks before the
November 8 Schwarzeneggian special elections, the theme will be "Take Back California" . You will see
more information about this event on pages 2 and 5 of this newsletter. Our ways and means chair, Cecil Goff,
is heading up a wonderful team to plan out the event. Please contact him (see contact info on page 6) if you
have any suggestions or would like to help out.

Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club

Proudly Presents

Stephanie Miller
1150 AM Radio Talk Host

for Air America

Thursday, October 27
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Cerritos Park East

More information on Page 5
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By MICHAEL JANOFSKY and ADAM NAGOURNEY

The nation's governors are expressing growing concern that the extended deployment of National Guard soldiers in
Iraq is depleting troop resources at home and threatening to leave states unable to respond to the natural disasters, civil
unrest and other domestic emergencies that traditionally lead governors to call out the Guard.

The state's leaders, meeting at the summer gathering of the National Governors Association, said they were worried
that the extended overseas deployments, combined with declining enlistments and National Guard stints becoming lengthy
postings in war zones, would strip them of what has been for years a bulwark against domestic emergencies.

"If we had a major natural disaster, we would be stretched thin," said Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas, a
Republican who will take over as the chairman of the association on Monday. "I think all governors right now are worried
about the long-term impact of long deployment and frequent deployment on recruiting and retention. It is a major topic of
concern."

Gov. Mark Warner of Virginia, a Democrat and the departing chairman, said, "We are changing the role of citizen-
soldier to soldier-citizen."

He later added, "Is it really the best use to take a first responder from home and put him in to guard an airport in
Saudi Arabia?"

Gov. Mike Rounds of South Dakota, a Republican, said he was confident that his state could deal with an
emergency today, but feared the changing nature of guard duty would force a decline in enlistments and re-enlistments.

"It's working today," Mr. Rounds said. "But the concern that a lot of us have is keeping them in for a second and
third enlistment."

The governors, in two days of interviews and public appearances, said they were not questioning the heroism of
National Guard troops, or, in most cases, the necessity of the war. "This is not governors being critical of the war effort,"
Mr. Warner said.

They also said there had been no talk among the governors about reinstituting a draft to compensate for the military
shortfalls that are a cost of an all-volunteer army. The governors are planning to meet privately with the chief of the
National Guard Bureau, Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, on Monday to discuss their concerns. A spokesman for the Guard, Major
John Toniolli, said that General Blum was "well aware of the concern" and that he promised shortly after he became chief
to try to assure states they would always have 50 percent of their Guard troops at home and available.

Over all, the number of Reserve and National Guard troops on both domestic and overseas missions is dropping,
and military officials expect that trend to continue, offering part-time soldiers who have been on long tours of duty the
chance to return home.

Still, several governors described their states as one disaster away from a calamity. "Being in the West in the sixth
year of a drought, we have concern about what we've seen in the past, such as that a wildfire can hit where we have to
utilize the National Guard," said Governor Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho, a Republican.

For Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana, the major concern was with hurricanes. She and three other
states in the hurricane belt - Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi - have agreed to help one another in the case of the threat,
hurricanes or other disasters, as they tried to adjust to tighter circumstances in their states.

"Jeb Bush already called me once this year to say, 'I'm just checking in,' " said Ms. Blanco, a Democrat, referring to
Florida's governor. Mr. Bush, a Republican, did not attend the conference. Mr. Huckabee said the fear in Arkansas was
tornadoes.

"We could manage it now," he said. "But the problem is if we had to deploy our guards for an extended period of
time for recovery of, let's say a tornado or some other type of natural disaster, we would by necessity be pulling people
who had just gotten back from war. And who have already been gone from their families for almost three years."

For the fiscal year ending June 30, the Army National Guard fell 23 percent short of its recruitment goal, signing up
only 34,589 troops; its goal was 44,989. The numbers were reflected in anecdotal reports by the governors here.

"We are not meeting the recruitment levels that we need," said Gov. Tom Vilsack of Iowa, a Democrat. "And I think
it's abundantly clear that we don't have personnel - whether it is full time or part time - to take care of all the needs
and concerns of Americans."

A number of governors, including Mr. Vilsack and Gov. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts, said they had taken steps
in their states to try to counter the decline in enrollment by offering incentives, such as college scholarships and subsidies
for first-time home buyers. "We think we are going to need to recognize the greater demand on the young men and women
that serve in the Guard by substantially improving their benefits," said Mr. Romney, a Republican.
Even with the number of Guard members decreasing in recent months, Mr. Warner said: "It still begs the larger question:
What is the role of the Guard 10, 20 years from now, and how does it fit in with our overall force structure?"

Governors  Concerned  Over  Iraq
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Stephanie Miller welcoming Democrats 
to Orange County, June, 2005 
 

 
Stephanie Miller with Congresswoman 
Loretta Sanchez 
 

 
You are invited  

to a Special Event 
 

Hosted by the 
Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club 

 

To  Take  Back 
California  in  2006! 

 

Special Guest Speaker: 
 

Stephanie Miller 
1150 AM Radio Talk Host 

for Air America  
 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

 
Cerritos Park East 

13234 E. 166th Street, Cerritos, CA 
 

Enjoy great food and entertainment 
 with family and friends 

 
Benefactor      $2500 
Diamond Sponsors   $1,500  
Platinum Sponsors   $1,000 
Gold Sponsors           $750 
Silver Sponsors          $500 
Table Sponsors       $400 

$50 per person 
 

Please RSVP by  October 20  714-523-3436 

 
"As talk radio has more and more 
become a sea of right-wing wackos, I 
think the audience has finally realized 
the need to balance that with some good 
left-wing wackos, and I'm thrilled to be 
able to fill that need!" --  
Stephanie Miller 
 
 Nationally-syndicated talk show host and 
a rising star in progressive radio. 
Launched in September 2004, her fresh 
and funny morning show airs on dozens of 
affiliates in the major markets of Los 
Angeles, Boston, and Washington, D.C. 
The Stephanie Miller Show is produced by 
Democracy Radio, the Pioneer of 
Progressive Talk, and WYD Media 
Management.  
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2005 HHDC OFFICERS
AND COMMITTEES

2005 Executive Board

President          Alon  Barlevy          562-229-9123

Vice-President Nikki Noushkam     562-809-8608

Treasurer                           Mike Stabile
treasurer@hhhdemocrats.com
Recording Secretary         DeniseStabile
secretary@hhhdemocrats.com

COMMITTEES

Programs            Muhammad Amin 714-295-2478

Legislative           Floyd Allen  562-651-9264

Ways and Means Cecil Goff 562-402-7848

Public Relations  Charlie Ara 562-865-4075

Newsletter
Larry Caballero 714-523-3436
democab@comcast.net

Membership
Denise & Mike Stabile
membership@hhhdemocrats.com

Historian Charlie Ara 562-865-4075

Parliamentarian  Maureen Allen 562-651-9264
Hospitality           Cindy Anderson 562-860-5914

HHDC
Enters the 21st Century!

Our HHDC Newsletter will now be available on your
computer!
Please send your email to: Larry Caballero
email:

democab@comcast.net

We also are prepared to accept advertisements to be
published monthly according to the following rates:

1/8 page     $20

1/4 page     $35

1/2 page     $65

full page    $125

 Six Month Rate   Yearly Rate

 1/8 page    $100           $200

1/4 page    $175           $350

1/2 page    $325           $650

full page   $525           $1,050

Stop BushÕs War!  Support Our Troops and Bring Them Home Alive!

Proposed Membership Dues Changes to be Voted   Upon
at our August Meeting!

Individuals     $20.00                                        Couples  $30.00

Students and Seniors (65 or over)  $10.00           Lifetime  $150.00
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                    SERVICES
Marriage & Family Therapist

                    Individual and Couples
                    Weddings & Funerals

                       Charlie Ara
Priest, Psychologist, Humorist & Author

11010 Artesia Blvd. Suite 202 Cerritos, 90703
562-865-4075

GOT ADS?

We have the
space!

See Page 6 for
details!

ItÕs  About  Who  We   Are  As  Americans

By BOB HERBERT

You won't find many people willing to accuse John McCain, John Warner or Lindsey Graham of being soft on terrorism.
But the three Republican senators are giving the White House fits with their attempt to get legislation approved that would
expressly prohibit cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment of detainees in U.S. custody.

There was a dramatic encounter during the floor debate last week when Senator Jeff Sessions, a Republican from Alabama,
spoke out against the legislation, saying there was no need for it because, as he put it, the detainees are not prisoners of war, "they
are terrorists."

Senator McCain, of Arizona, argued that the debate "is not about who they are. It's about who we are.  Americans hold
ourselves to a higher standard.Ó

The stakes in this confrontation are high. Senators McCain, Warner and Graham are all influential members of the Armed
Services Committee (Senator Warner is the chairman), and they have introduced the legislation in the form of amendments to the
nearly half-trillion-dollar Pentagon authorization bill for fiscal 2006.
 That such an initiative would come from high-ranking, hawkish Republicans is extraordinary, and the White House is not
happy about it. In addition to prohibiting cruel and degrading treatment, the legislation would restrict military interrogation
techniques to those authorized in a new Army field manual.

The senators seemed clearly to have been moved by the dismay expressed by current and former members of the military
over the lack of uniform standards for the treatment of detainees. Many have argued that the lack of standards and clear guidance
from the highest levels of government have led inexorably to abuses.

Senator McCain has been the point person on the legislative amendments, and his office has released a letter from more
than a dozen retired officers, including generals, admirals and former prisoners of war, offering support for his effort to establish
standards designed to rein in the abusive treatment of prisoners.

The letter said, in part, "The abuse of prisoners hurts America's cause in the war on terror, endangers U.S. service members
who might be captured by the enemy, and is anathema to the values Americans have held dear for generations."

Senator Graham, who is from South Carolina, successfully sought the declassification and release of memos from current
high-ranking military lawyers who were critical of the legal interpretations by the Bush administration that led to the harsh
interrogation policy at Guant‡namo. One of the memos, from Maj. Gen. Jack Rives, deputy judge advocate general of the Air
Force, said, "Several of the more extreme interrogation techniques, on their face, amount to violations of domestic criminal law"
as well as military law.

The White House has fought intensely, but so far unsuccessfully, against this revolt in the usually steadfast Republican
ranks. Vice President Dick Cheney, in a meeting with Senators Warner, McCain and Graham, said the legislation would interfere
with President Bush's ability to fight terrorism. He was not able to change their minds.

Unable to fend off the amendments, the Senate majority leader, Bill Frist, put off further consideration of the defense bill
until September. Senator McCain and his allies will try to build further support for the amendments during that period. The White
House has threatened to veto the defense bill if the amendments are approved.

We should take a moment, however this debate turns out, to applaud the effort by three Republican senators to stand up to
the White House and insist that the United States not just fight harder than its enemies, but also stand taller. No one should be
surprised that these voices of reason are coming from men experienced in the ways of war. Senator McCain was a P.O.W. for five
years in Vietnam. Senator Graham spent many years as an Air Force lawyer. And Senator Warner is a veteran of World War II
and Korea.



PLEASE JOIN US!
Please fill out the information below and return it with your $15 annual dues to  HHDC Membership,
11245 183rd Street #136  Cerritos, CA 90703.  Make your check payable to the Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club.

YEAR 2005    MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

NAME___________________________________________________________________SPOUSE_____________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY____________________________ZIP_____________E-MAIL_____________________________________________________

TELEPHONE_____________________________________OCCUPATION_______________EMPLOYER________________
Annual Dues (please circle one)

Single membership $15.00
Member and spouse         $25.00
Senior (55 or older)
and Students                     $10.00

Please check here              if you do  not  want
your name, address,  e-mail,  and phone numbers
released to other club members.

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
I am anxious to help all I can..

I can help part-time.  Please call me.

Unable to help at this time.

                            

Any Democratic Victories in 2006?

Come to our  meeting at CocosÑMonday, August 15


