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My PresidentÕs Report
By Victor Manalo

Hector De La Torre and the HHDC Gang
Shown below are South Gate City Councilman Hector De La Torre, Floyd Allen, Nikki Noushkam, Angel Soto, Don Pierce, HHDC
President Victor Manalo, Larry Caballero, John Smith, and Past President Charlie Ara.

HHDC Armin Reyes in Iraq
As we draw closer to November, our programs promise to continue to

inspire us with the important and crucial work of Democrats in our communities
and the role of the HHDC in the general elections will become more and more
clear.Ê At the May general meeting, our program included our very own Celia
Spitzer, sharing her recent trips to China as a Member of the ABC Unified School
District and to Washington D.C. as a participant in the Women's Rights March.Ê
Highlighting the evening, Hector De La Torre, Democratic Nominee for the 50th
Assembly District inspired us with his resolve to stand up to Governor
Schwartzenegger.

Please join us this month as we hear about the Westminster School
District's recent problems, featuring School Board candidate Sergio Contreras and
our own Richard Arthur.Ê Also, hear about our future fundraising plans, including
our club's ice cream booth at this year's Let Freedom Ring celebration at Cerritos
Park East.Ê We will be signing up our members to volunteer some time to increase
the visibility of our club and to help us raise some money by selling ice cream!
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By Arianna Huffington

To hear Don Rumsfeld tell it, even though the Bush administration had been told back in January about the abuse and
torture going on at Abu Ghraib Ñ and that there were photos documenting it Ñ the idea that this might be a very bad thing didnÕt
really hit home until recently because no one in the White House had actually laid eyes on the photos.

ÒIt is the photographs that give one the vivid realization of what actually took place,Ó Rumsfeld told the Senate Armed
Services Committee last week. ÒWords donÕt do it.Ó

Really?
So being notified by the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff that U.S. soldiers were torturing and humiliating naked Iraqi

prisoners in the very place that had once been Saddam HusseinÕs favorite Little Shop of Horrors wasnÕt vivid enough to get the
alarm bells ringing on Pennsylvania Avenue?

Neither apparently were the non-visual warnings about the mistreatment of prisoners delivered by the Red Cross, Colin
Powell and Paul Bremer.

Why not? Is the country being run by a bunch of preschoolers who canÕt process all those big words and will only sit still
for a colorful picture book?

See Rummy spin. Spin, Rummy, spin.
Even the release of Gen. TagubaÕs damning 53-page report detailing the Òsystematic and illegal abuse of detaineesÓ wasnÕt

enough to pique RumsfeldÕs concern.
ÒThe problem at that stage,Ó he testified, Òwas one-dimensional. It wasnÕt three-dimensional. It wasnÕt video. It wasnÕt

color.Ó
I challenge anyone to read the Taguba report and say that the nightmares it depicts arenÕt chillingly three-dimensional.

Even without pop-up illustrations.
According to Taguba, U.S. soldiers at Abu Ghraib were guilty of: ÒPositioning a naked detainee on a box . . . with a

sandbag on his head, and attaching wires to his fingers, toes and penis to simulate electric tortureÓ; ÒBreaking chemical lights and
pouring the phosphoric liquid on detaineesÓ; ÒBeating detainees with a broom handle and a chairÓ; ÒSodomizing a detainee with a
chemical light and perhaps a broomstick.Ó

Close your eyes. Now picture what you just read. Still need to see photos before you hit the roof? I didnÕt think so.
What a colossal failure of imagination on the part of our leaders.
But even as ludicrous as the ÒNo photos, no furyÓ justification is, letÕs accept the premise that detailed descriptions of

chemical light buggery and electrodes attached to genitals arenÕt enough Ñ that Rummy and company have made such a habit of
twisting and spinning and manipulating words, mere language has lost its power to move them.

Fine.
But since photographic proof is now the prerequisite for moral outrage, why didnÕt Rumsfeld demand to see the photos as

soon as he was told about them back in January? If you were in his shoes, wouldnÕt you have ordered them to be on your desk
within the hour?

Of course you would have. But not the man Dick Cheney just called Òthe best secretary of defense the Unites States has
ever had.Ó

When asked by a reporter why he never got around to actually viewing the incendiary photos until the night before he was
called on the Senate carpet, Rummy insisted the problem wasnÕt his lack of interest; it was the lack of a good photo developer.
Call it the Fotomat defense.

ÒI think I did inquire about the pictures,Ó he said, Òand was told that we didnÕt have copies.Ó
No copies? The biggest U.S. military scandal since My Lai and the secretary of defense canÕt get any extra prints sent his

way?
Memo to Rummy: We now live in the era of digital photos and instant uploads. ÒThe dog ate my negativeÓ just ainÕt gonna

fly.
Rumsfeld claims he was ÒblindsidedÓ by the revelation of what he called the ÒradioactiveÓ torture photos. But the timeline

proves otherwise: He wasnÕt blindsided, merely blind to the devastating impact the pictures would have once they became public.
ThatÕs where this failure of imagination turned into a profound failure of leadership.
The White House has said that the war on terror is as much a war of ideas as a war of weapons. If that were more than

rhetoric, someone there would have seen the writing on the prison wall and gotten out in front of this crisis instead of allowing the
Taguba report to languish unread by the top brass and the photos to be made public by the press and not the president.

Indeed, they treated it not as a political land mine that could flatten AmericaÕs moral high ground but as a PR problem that
would disappear if they kept the photos from public view.                                                                                          Cont. on Page 7

See  Rummy Spin,   Spin  Rummy  Spin!
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The
Caballero
Roundup
By Larry Caballero

2004ÑThe Year of the
DEMS

Tired Of The Campaign?
By Andy Rooney

Has anything John Kerry said changed the mind of a single person who was going to vote for George W.
Bush?

Has anything George W. Bush said changed the mind of a single person who was going to vote for Kerry?
ÊAm I the only one who's tired of this election campaign already?
I don't know whom the candidates think they're talking to. The only ones who come to listen are people who

were already going to vote for them.
Republicans come to hear Bush. Democrats come to hear Kerry.
 The president has spent 20 of the last 60 days away from the Oval Office. He's been busy making petty little

speeches to faithful followers. He had a $184 million to spend, trying to keep a job that pays him $400,000 a year.
The money John Kerry will have to spend, trying to get himself into The White House is less, but it isn't

pocket change either. Something like a $100 million.
I fail to understand why it's legal to try to buy an election.
Each candidate should have the same amount of money to spend, and all of us ought to pay for it; not just

people who are interested in having the president do something for them after he's elected.
If President Bush wants to make sure he gets re-elected, I have a suggestion. He ought to make a major

announcement and say something like this:
"Americans, I'm proud to be your president. I want to be your president for four more years, but I've made my

last campaign speech. We've got one great big mess in Iraq that I may have gotten us into. Too many of our soldiers
are dying. I thought I was doing the right thing but I was wrong.

 "There's too much for me to do as president to be traveling all over the country, making canned campaign
speeches, trying to talk people who were already going to vote for me into voting for me. From this day forward, I'm
going to devote full time to being your president, not your candidate.

"I wonÕt be raising any more money, because I'm not going to spend anymore. I'm not going to do anything but
try to fix what's broken.

"If you elect Kerry, that's your problem. I'm not going to do anything, but my job to try and stop him."
End of speech. How tough would that be for John Kerry to deal with?
The president could give what's left of that $180 million to Ralph Nader and let him argue with Kerry.

Help Wanted!
In order to save money, we want to begin sending the newsletter via your email address.  If you

have not already done so, please email Larry Caballero at    democab@comcast.net
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Ê

America   The   Beautiful?
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2004 HHDC OFFICERS
AND COMMITTEES

2004 Executive Board

President
Victor Manalo
562-865-2871
Vice-President
Alon Barlevy
562-229-9123
Treasurer
Cecil Goff
562-860-9160
Recording Secretary
Peggy Lee
562-926-1081

COMMITTEES

Programs
Alon Barlevy
562-229-9123
Muhammad Amin
714-295-2478
Leonard Chaidez
562-421-9128

Legislative
Floyd Allen
562-651-9264

Ways and Means
Nikki Noushkam
562-809-8608

Public Relations
Gloria Pulido
562-404-2343

Newsletter
Larry Caballero
714-523-3436

Membership
Cecil Goff
562-402-7848

Historian
Charlie Ara
562-865-4075

Parliamentarian
Maureen Allen
562-651-9264
Hospitality
Cindy Anderson
562-860-5914

HHDC
Enters the

21st

Century!
Our HHDC Newsletter will
now be available on your
computer!
Please send your email to:
Larry Caballero
email:

democab@comcast.net

We also are prepared to accept
advertisements to be published
monthly according to the
following rates:

1/8 page     $20

1/4 page     $35

1/2 page     $65

full page    $125

Six Month Rate   Yearly Rate

1/8 page    $100           $200

1/4 page    $175           $350

1/2 page    $325           $650

full page   $525           $1,050

Bush Song
(Sung to the tune of Beverly Hillbillies)

Come and listen to my story 'bout a boy
named Bush.
His IQ was zero and his head was up his tush.
He drank like a fish while he drove a car
about.
But that didn't matter 'cuz his daddy bailed
him out.
DUI, that is.
Criminal record.
Cover-up.
Well, the first thing you know little Georgie
goes toYale.
He can't spell his name but they never let him
fail.
He spends all his time hangin' out with
student folk.
And that's when he learns how to snort a line
of coke.
Blow, that is.
White gold.
Nose candy.
The next thing you know there's a war in
Vietnam.
Kin folks say, "George, stay at home with
Mom."
Let the common people get maimed and
scarred.
We'll buy you up a spot in the Texas National
Guard.
Cush, that is.
Country clubs.
Nose candy.
Twenty years later George gets a little bored.
He trades in the booze, says that Jesus is his
Lord.
He said, "Now the White House is the place I
wanna be."
So he called his daddy's friends and they
called the GOP.
Gun owners, that is.
Falwell. Jesse Helms.
Come November 7, the election ran late.
Kin folks said "Jeb, give the boy your state!"
"Don't let those colored folks get anywhere
near polls."
So they put up barricades so they couldn't
punch their holes.
Chads, that is. Duval County. Miami-Dade.

Cont. on Page 7
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HHDC  Membership  DriveÑ2004

As a way to gain new members to the HHDC, the officers
would like to encourage club members to bring a guest for
the general meeting.  If the guest joins the club and pays his
or her dues, then the club will buy a piece of pie and a cup of
coffee to the member who brings the guest.

So please bring a guest to our next meeting so we can
reward you with a dessert!

Cont. from Page 6

Bush Song
Before the votes were counted all the five
Supremes stepped in.
Told all the voters "Hey, we want our
George to win."
"Stop counting votes!" was their solemn
invocation.
And that's how little Georgie finally got his
coronation.
Rigged, that is.
Illegitimate. No moral authority.
Y'all come vote now.
Ya hear?

Cont. from Page 3

See Rummy Spin
Always a master of understatement,

Rummy termed the Abu Ghraib scandal
Òunhelpful in a fundamental way.Ó

The time has come for him and his
cohorts to admit that the situation in Iraq
has become untenable in a fundamental
way.

We canÕt put the torture genie back
in the bottle. And we can no longer
pretend that we have any chance of
ushering democracy into Iraq so long as
democracy has an American face.

See Bush crumble. Crumble,
Bush, crumble.

GOT
ADS?

WeÕve got the
space!

Check out
advertisement
rates on Page 6

Above: Congresswoman Linda Sanchez with
RFK PresidentÕs Award winner Eli Chezar
Below:  HHDC members with Linda Sanchez
at RFK FounderÕs Luncheon in La Mirada



PLEASE JOIN US!
Please fill out the information below and return it with your $15 annual dues to Cecil Goff, HHDC Membership, 18915
Stark Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703.  Make your check payable to the Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club.  We are
beginning to update our mailing list--no dues, no newsletter as of February 2004.

YEAR 2004    MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

NAME___________________________________________________________________SPOUSE__________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY____________________________ZIP_____________E-MAIL__________________________________________

TELEPHONE_____________________________________FAX_____________________________________________

Annual Dues (please circle one)
Single membership $15.00
Member and spouse         $25.00
Senior                                $10.00

Please check here              if you do  not  want
your name, address,  e-mail,  and phone numbers
released to other club members.

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
I am anxious to help all I can.  Please call me.

I can help part-time.  Please call me.

Unable to help at this time.

                            

Our Newsletter can now be read on your computer!

  Send your email address to Larry Caballero       email:  democab@comcast.net


