End of Column L eft

Announcement — February 9, 2006 Edition

: OPINIONS
Opinion Page Changes

The Community News will no longer
feature Column Left and Column Right in
the newspaper's Opinion Page.

We would like to thank the writers of
the two columns for their contributions
over the last few months, but we have
decided to change the format of the page
80 it more reflects the wishes of our read-
ers for more local comment on current

issues facing the community.

Our name states we are a community
newspaper. Our readers tell us they want
more comment on local happenings.

To this end we invite you, our readers. to
continue to send us your views on com-
munity and state issues in the form of
Letters to the Editor.
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Jerry Bernstein, Editor.

Community Response — February 16, 2006 Edition

Columns Left and Right

y husband and I are sorry to hear

about your decision to no longer

include Columns Left and Right
in your newspaper. For us, these
columns were always the highlight of
your paper. It was fun to read about the
political opinions of members of our
community, who are our neighbors. We
noticed that sometimes one of the
columns djd not publish their opinions
for that week. But that was okay,
because sometime in the near future, the
local Republican Club or the local
Democratic Club would get around to
writing a rebuttal.

We do not understand your rational
for not including them anymore. You
say that your paper is a community
paper with community news. Then why
do you prominently feature the inter-
view with our federal congresswoman
on the front page? Please reconsider
your decision, and give Cerritos resi-
dents a voice in national, state and local
politics. The Los Cerritos Community
News should refléct all the club activi-
ties of its city, especially in such impor-
tant issues as national policy.

Norma and Alan Williamson,

Cerritos
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Why P ug?

y wife, son and I moved to
MCcrritos four years ago, drawn to
the uniqueness and civility of
this city. Your weekly newspaper has
helped make it unique. Each Saturday

morning for the past 18 months or so
I've looked forward to reading your

paper over a steaming hot cup of coffee
and finding out the latest happenings in
our great city. I always turned to the edi-
torial page first, because of my interest
in how the local residents feel about the
issues that affect them.

I found it enlightening and progres-
sive that your paper would print such a
wide range of opinions in the form of the
letters to the editor, Column Right and
Column Left. The American media
recently has become constrained by cor-
porate influence and, in most cases, no
longer provides a balance in reporting
and expression of opinions. I took com-
fort in knowing, and greatly respected
the fact, that your paper was still support-
ing the concept of freedom of the press,
and was proud that it was published in
my community.,

Now I see that you've pulled the plug
on the most unique part of this, by elimi-
nating the Columns Right and Left.
Why? What could be any more important
than knowing how my neighbors feel
about those state, local and national
issues that truly affect our lives? I request
that you reconsider your decision and
reinstate the columns. 1 don't want to
lose my respect (and I assume that neither
do others) for your paper if I think that
you’ve changed your editorial policy for
purely partisan purposes.

Mike Stabile

Cerritos
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Bring Columns Back

am very disappointed by vour deci-
Isiun to drop the Column Right and
Column Left features. I found the
explanation that the Cerritos paper is sup-
posed to be a "community paper" quite
beside the point. What happens at the
national and international level clearly
has impact on us locally, and I thought
both Column features usually did a good
job of drawing out the local impact. To
define "community"
s0 narrowly is naive
at best. At worst, it
silences debate — just
al a time when the
nation is desperately
in need of frank dis-
cussion and debate
about domestic poli-
cies and foreign
affairs. Silence is not
what we need — "all
that's needed for evil
to prevail is for good men to remain
silent."

Perhaps you had difficulty finding
volunteers to'write the columns, or maybe
you were not satisfied with the quality of
writing. If so, you should have written
that in your explanation. It may have
resulted in new volunteers stepping for-
ward, with a wider variety of opinions.

I hope you'll reconsider. Without

Column Right/Column Left, I know I'll be

much less likely to read through the Los

Cerritos Community News each week.
Betsy McEneaney
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The L CCN Responds— February 24, 2006 Edition




Official Response from Hubert Humphrey Club
With text cut by the LCCN —March 3, 2006 Edition

We were quite disturbed to read the editor’ s explanation in the Feb. 24 edition of the
Los Cerritos Communlty News for the elimination of the two columns: Column Left
and Column nght HY v

we—deﬁ—t—have—te—ﬂght—them—here)— the reasons mentioned by the Los Cerritos

Community News for the elimination of the column also keep changing.

On February 10, thereason cited for ending the columnswasfor "morelocal comment
on current issues facing the community"”. This reason ironically appeared in the same
issue which featured an exclusive interview with Congresswoman Linda Sanchez in
which national issues were on the agenda.

. One reason repeated in the
editorial was that since the Republlcans did not publish a column (even though they
were given an equal opportunity to do so), alowing the Democrats to continue to
publish would amount to giving "one political philosophy an open forum®. The paper
cited that " many local voicesmurmured that the Community News had, indeed, become
avery partisan paper." Why isthe Community News making taking such drastic action
based on "murmurs’? Would it not befair to assume that those "murmurs" came from
Republicans, and giving in to those "murmurs’ amounts to "giving in to the local
Republican power structure"?

Another reason cited for eliminating the columns was that Column Left waswritten by
"members, and eventually one member of the Hubert H. Humphrey Democratic Club."
This lack of diversity argument lacks credibility, as the last four Column Lefts were
aternately written by two different club members.

It astonishing to think that the Los Cerritos Community News would NOT want a
Column Left and a Column Right. Those columns, by their very nature, are
controversial. Doesn’t controversy increase readership? Budget was certainly not an
issue, asthe newspaper received the columnsfor free. Having a Column Left, Column
Right (and why not throw ina Column Center) is awin-win for everybody the

Alon Barlevy, PhD.
President,
Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club



The Republicansfinally speak out, if only to say keep shutting up the
Democrats (to be fair, thisisa paraphrase, not a direct quote)
March 3, 2006 Edition




