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And The Winners Are ....
Larry Caballero

Newsletter Editor, Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club

On Tuesday, March 8, there will be an election for the Cerritos City Council. It's possible that we'll
see one incumbent returning, and perhaps a former incumbent as well. As a current city council
member once said to me, "Cerritos has always been kind to incumbents around election time."

What a shame.

With over 50,000 Cerritos residents, the city finds itself with the same half dozen candidates running
and running over again. On top of that, it's not unusual to see a spouse run for city council after the
incumbent is termed out. Then the whole process starts over again.

It's now rumored that two spouses of termed out incumbents may be running for city council in two
years.

Where are all of the able residents of Cerritos? At least former mayor Diana Needham waited twelve
years before she decided to run again, and she almost beat the spouse of a former mayor.

The names of Crawley, Bowlen, and Barrows are household names in Cerritos. They should be since
they have run so many times.

I think it's time for new blood on that City Council. Oh sure, the city is doing fine, and there are few
issues that residents are concerned about, but that would be the case whether we have new members
or we keep recycling the old ones.

Cerritos is doing very well because of the revenues from the Auto Square and the Mall, and the
money will keep pouring in no matter who is elected on March 8.

One candidate on the ballot is not an incumbent and has never been elected to the council. His name
is Joseph Cho. He is a successful businessman who came to this country over thirty years ago with
no money in his pocket. After many years of hard work, he became successful enough to be able to
support three children as they graduated from Cerritos schools and went on to become practicing
attorneys. Now he wants to give back to the community that has been so good to him. That is why
he has decided to be a candidate for Cerritos city council.

His background in business should ensure that Cerritos remains financially solvent, and financial
accountability is one of the themes in his campaign. As a senior, he understands the issues of seniors,
and he hopes to work with the Cerritos Theater for the Performing Arts to give discounts to seniors
so that more can attend the performances. That is another issue Joseph Cho is discussing with voters
in order to improve the quality of life in Cerritos. [Strikeout text was removed by LCCN Editorial
Staff]

Maybe it’s time for fresh faces on the Council. Maybe the days of the same old candidates
reappearing after two years are over. Lets’s hope so. Cerritos can do better.


