
Column Left - Los Cerr itos Community News - December 2, 2005



Text of Ar ticle

The Unconscionable  Budget
Alon Barlevy, PhD.

President, Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club

Our federal government has a huge budget deficit that must be tackled. The question is: HOW? In the early morning hours of Friday, November
18, the House of Representatives passed the so called “Deficit Reduction Act” by a vote of 217 to 215. Fourteen Republicans joined 200 Democrats
and one Independent in voting against the bill. Not a single Democrat voted in favor of the bill.

Democrats are certainly in favor of eliminating the deficit and reducing the debt, as exemplified by the record surpluses during Bill Clinton’s
presidency. Democrats, however, are not willing to do it on the backs of the poorest and weakest members of our society. The Republican’s budget
will cut $14.3 Billion from financial aid to college students, as well as cuts in other essential programs such as food stamps, medicaid, foster care,
and child support collections.

Although the budget contains deep cuts in social programs, when the numbers are all added up, the budget is still not balanced. According to Senate
Minority Leader Harry Reid, this budget that the Republicans dubbed as “Deficit Reduction”  actually “ increases the debt by $30 billion” .

As written in the November 25 edition of the Los Angeles Times, California will disproportionately carry the burden of the budget cuts. Because
of that, Governor Schwarzenegger, who promised to be the “collectinator”, urged California’s Republican Congressional Delegation to vote against
the budget bill. Not one of the 19 member delegation voted against the budget. So much for putting their constituents ahead of partisan politics.
Had just one California Republican changed their vote to a no, the budget would have been defeated.

The proper way to balance the budget, supported by Democrats, is to rescind the tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans that George W. Bush and
his Republican cohorts passed in 2001 and 2003. At no time in American History have we ever cut taxes while waging a war. During times of war
taxes are usually raised. For example, the 3% Federal Excise Tax we pay on our phone bill every month was originally imposed to finance the
Spanish American War in 1898.

Bush and the Republicans are fraudulently using the Laffer Curve and “supply-side economics”  to argue that cutting taxes supposedly stimulates
the economy to a level where the total tax revenue actually increases. This is not the first time that Republicans have tried to sell this argument
to the American People. They did it in 1981, when Ronald Reagan was first elected. Reagan, however, saw through the lies and rhetoric and
reversed himself to pass the 1986 Tax Reform Act which closed many loopholes and increased the capital gains tax and corporate income tax.
Unfortunately George W. Bush still believes in the big lie of “supply-side economics” .

In a press release after the budget vote, Congresswoman Linda Sanchez called the budget “unconscionable” . It appears that the Congresswoman
hit the nail on the head. I cannot find a better word to describe it. Can you?


