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Last month, the Costa Mesa city council voted 3-2 to become the first city in the nation to have its
local police enforce national immigration laws. On the surface, it sounds like our neighbors to the
south came up with a great idea, as we want all our laws enforced. However, could this new policy
endure detailed scrutiny?

The most obvious flaw in having local police enforce immigration laws is that it takes resources
away from their first and foremost priority of keeping our streets safe. Just like local police officers
are not the appropriate law enforcement personnel to fight the types of white collar crimes committed
by DeLay and Abramoff, they are also not appropriate to do the job of the border patrol. The job of
the local police force is to ensure that our streets are safe. A person who has come to our country
without the proper documentation does not, in and of itself, cause our streets to be unsafe.

A second major flaw in Costa Mesa’s decision to enforce immigration laws is the creation of a policy
of discrimination against Latinos. The Costa Mesa police officers will most likely not ask for the
proper documentation from all the people that they come across, only the ones that appear Hispanic.
This approach is not only morally wrong, it leads to ineffective policing. Good police work requires
a close cooperation between the police and the community. This policy essentially shuns Costa
Mesa’s 32% Latino population. How can the police do their job of keeping the streets safe when they
cannot work together with about a third of the community?

The final blow to Costa Mesa’s new policy is the inefficiency of combating the phenomenon of
illegal immigration by concentrating on the supply of illegal immigrants, rather than the demand for
illegal immigration. If our law enforcement agencies (not necessarily the local police) would go after
the employers who exploit undocumented workers, there would be no jobs waiting on this side of
the border, and illegal immigration would come to a screeching halt.

In last month’s special elections to fill the vacancy in the 48th congressional district, immigration
was a central issue of the campaign. Democratic candidate Steve Young proposed giving citizenship
to all undocumented workers who turn their employers in to the authorities. If such a policy was
instituted, there is no doubt that the problem of illegal immigration would be eliminated. Young’s
idea was well received not just by Democrats, but also by Republicans, as it makes good common
sense.

Doesn’t it make more sense to spend our precious tax dollars to erect walls in New Orleans to keep
the water out, than to waste the money to erect walls in the desert just to keep out undocumented
immigrants? If those immigrants did not think there were jobs waiting for them on this side of the
border, they would not want to risk their lives to come here. 

I hope the city councils in our communities do not follow the misguided policies of our neighbors
to the south.


